o ' _ 17 auc 1948
. Approved For Release 20&%{03/16 : CIA-RDP78-01617A006000040040-4

(€5
TOR-SEERET—
EUR PR
1. FRANCE: Special ngwers 2ill viewed s constitutionai :‘:hangeus 25X1

Premier Maric has expreossen (0 48 Ambassador Caflery bis
personal view that e Govorr.nent’s special powers bill now
being debated r:v;r the Freunch /issembly in fact conetitutes aa
amendment to “‘the constitu’icn of ths {ourth republic where

it was weakest.”’ :

(CIA Commens: Msarie’s specisl powers bill wald
streagthen the executive wilboat ¢ausing a drastic change v
the present structure of the French Gevernrent. Grauting
of increasaed powers o the exscative long has been a 1jor
plank in Do Gaulle’s plattore ¥ Merie succeeds in pufting
through such & measure, h2 will bave reduced the effective--
ness of one of De Gaulie’s s in arguments.)

2. CREECE: US policy on militayy assisiance--The Department . 25X1

of State has Informec US Finhassy Athens that US polley: {a} :
o contemplaies assistance to tho Greeix urmed forces suliicient

to eliminate the guervilla ihreat to laternal security and te

provide reasonable assuraace ageinst iz reappearance; jet

(b) does not aim at b:iidiag v Greere s military strepgth to

resist an armed invasion o1 for any other purposes.  The

Department points out that, It determiniag the reduction ir

future US military assistane to Greece, care inust be taken

that neither the Greeks nor the rest of the world gain e

impression that the 1IS bas weakened in ils determination fo

assist Greece in mzintaining :tc indopendence and territorial

integrity .
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